University of Northern Iowa

UNI ScholarWorks
UNI Today

UNI Alumni Association

Spring 2012

UNI Today, v95n1 [v96n1], Spring 2012
University of Northern Iowa Alumni Association

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright ©2012 University of Northern Iowa
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/alumninews
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Recommended Citation
University of Northern Iowa Alumni Association, "UNI Today, v95n1 [v96n1], Spring 2012" (2012). UNI
Today. 16.
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/alumninews/16

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the UNI Alumni Association at UNI ScholarWorks. It
has been accepted for inclusion in UNI Today by an authorized administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For more
information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

Now showing
I

1

..1

Interlude
with the
first lady

pie av,a

Panther Village
art

UNI s

j: opportunity

to fabricate part ot the sculpture

Campus in
color
th UNI campus

Sprin 5

1

Also inside:

'1

Join the
UN I Alumni Association
University of Northern Iowa Today
Volume 95, Number 1• Spring 2012
Editor: Melissa Barber
Design: UNl's Office of University Relations
Photography: Sam Castro
Contributors: Beth Bruns, Christy Danielsen, David Hein, Amy Mohr, Sue Schuerman, Rebecca Schultze, James O'Connor
University ofNorthern Iowa Today is published during the fall, winter and spring by the UNI Alumni Association and the Office of University Relations.
UNI Today is distributed to members of the Alumni Association and select benefactors of the University of Northern Iowa.
Suggestions and contributions for articles are welcome.
Email unitoday@uni.edu or call 319-273-2355
··itv of Northern Iowa is an equal opportunity educator and employer with acomprehensive plan for affirmative action.
T

email us: info@unialum.org
facebook.com/UNialum
University of Northern Iowa Network
University of Northern Iowa
Alumni Association

2

Spectrum of joy

6
8
14
16
18
22
24

End of an era
Panther pride alive and well in Europe
A message from the president
Where in the world is

UNI?

Discovering why diversity matters
Robert James Waller

UNI I am carrying on the tradition

27 Class Notes

33 Calendar of alumni events

H

ere the rewards are small - a huge grin, a teasing moment,
spontaneous communication - but all the sweeter for
the effort. Working with children on the autism spectrum,

UNI Theatre Professor Gretta Berg hammer takes her joy
.-.....__
where she can find it.
"When you see the excitement of the imagined moment become
delightful for them, that's when it is delightful for me;· Berg hammer
said. "When they just light up with the pure joy of being a part of the
process!"
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
autism affects one out of 110 children in the United States. Autism
spectrum disorders are a group of developmental disabilities that can
cause significant social, communication and behavioral challenges.
Those on the autism spectrum handle information in their brains
differently than other people. The spectrum includes autistic disorder
(commonly known as autism), Asperger Syndrome and pervasive
developmental disorder.
While hosting after-school drama workshops in Waterloo, Berghammer
met a young man who was identified as being on the autism spectrum.
"The impact that the work had on him was amazing," she said. "The selfconfidence, the change - this light went on inside of him. He was in seventh
grade and he decided this was what he wanted to do."The student continued
with the drama workshops and attended the Sturgis Youth Summer Theatre program for
several years. He is now 19 years old, studying theater at UNI as a non-degree-seeking student.
"It was really spectacular to be a part of his creative development," said Berg hammer.
Inspired in part by that experience, Berghammer created a process-based theater program aimed
specifically at youth on the autism spectrum. She works with classes at Highland Elementary in
Waterloo; Exceptional Persons, Inc. (EPI); and offers a monthly weekend class at UNI
through the Sturgis Youth Theatre.
"Autistic kids seem to isolate themselves all the time;· said Betty*,
whose 10-year-old grandson attends the weekend
program. "I wanted him to be a part of
something, to stay focused and have fun.
This has been such a positive
thing for him."

Autism affects one out
of 110 children in the
United States.
The program doesn't focus on putting
kids on stage; rather it uses process drama
to address key issues that seem to be
consistent for many young people on
the spectrum. The program is intended
to: 1) help develop the ability to play;
2) develop their ability to pretend; 3)
help them become more flexible with
transitions; and 4) give children the
chance to work collaboratively in a
social environment.
"She gets to see other kids that have
struggles interacting;' said David*,
whose 13-year-old daughter started in
the program last summer. "Our favorite thing about it is that
she is treated with respect, and not expected to go above her limits."
Sammy Gipper is the group leader of EPl's Children Services Program. She has
seen positive responses from the children over the past year working with the UNI
drama program. "The activities, games and stories allow the kids to be in charge
of where the day will take them;·Gipper said. "Some days we are in a ship made of
cardboard boxes; other days we are building the greatest invention from a bucket of
stray hinges and bolts."
Berghammer admits the workload is overwhelming at times, but loves what she's doing.
"This is challenging me," she said. "I'm taking risks, making mistakes. You don't have
to be perfect - every day I chip away a little more:· •
*Family names have been changed for privacy. Berghammer's work is supported by
UNI, plus grants from the McElroy Foundation, the Max & Helen Guernsey Foundation
and a gifr from John, Jr. and Jodi Deery.

·M ilitary fan1ilies and autisn1
In addition to her autism work in the
Cedar Valley, UNI Theatre Professor Gretta
Berghammer is assisting with the Student
Online Achievement Resources (SOAR)
project at UNI. SOAR provides resources to
address the unique educational challenges
facing military children.
"We're developing a video series for
military families who have children on the
autism spectrum;' said Bergharnmer. 'Tm
taking the practices I've developed in the
drama setting and reworking them into best
practices for parenting:'
Currently in production, the series will
feature two topics: "Ways to Play;' with
suggestions for engaging the spectrum child
in play; and "What to Expect;' with strategies

based in role-play to help prepare kids for
challenging events (moving to a new base,
parental deployments, etc).
"This project is so rewarding because
we're able to be out on location and to see
how the kids respond and how they get
engaged;' said James Hoelscher, production
program manager for the SOAR project
at UNI's Center for Teaching & Learning
Mathematics. "Sometimes the parents
just need a break. What Gretta is doing is
providing well-thought-through educational
games so they can sit down, have fun
and play with their child in an incredibly
beneficial waf'
Learn more about SOAR at
www.soarathome.com. •

End of an era: ~
...
er 97 years as a residence hall, Bartlett Hall

will be converted into office and laboratory

/\
space beginning summer 2012.

Construction began in 1914; total project cost was $475,000.
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Did you live in Baker Hall? Or Seerley Hall for Men? Or Seerley-Baker
Hall? Let us know! The Alumni Association plans to host a farewell event
for Baker Hall prior to demolition. Send an email to info@unialum.org
and request to be added to the communication list.

Students relaxing in 8 k
a erHa/1.

UN I

is saying good-bye
to Baker Hall. With
renovation costs equal to that of
new construction, the decision
has been made to tear down the
77-year-old building.

In 1953, Seerley Hall for Men became the first campus
dormitory to have a television. Men were allowed to bring
their dates to watch TV from 7 to 9:45 p.m.
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The two buildings were connected in 1955 with
a new wing, bringing total accommodations to
approx. 560.

Baker's design featured
many Art Deco elements.

Ahelegbe's move to
Hungary adds another
country where former
Panthers are earning
a living with basketball.

New can1pus art reflects
students' experiences
"bower" is a shaded, leafy shelter made with tree boughs or vines twined together.
"Bower" is also the name ofUNI's newest public artwork that communicates the same
meaning: home, growth and a supportive community.
"I have a high regard for higher education and the profound changes people go
through while in college. 'Bower' reflects that;' said Lynn Basa, the artwork's creator.
UNI's Art and Architecture Committee selected Basa to create the sculpture for
Panther Village, UNI's new apartment-style residence hall that will begin housing students in fall
2012. Basa, a Chicago-based artist, has completed numerous public art commissions.
This is the second time UNI has
collaborated with Basa. In 2010, she
created the terrazzo-floor artwork
in the atrium of the recently
renovated Sabin Hall. Under the
Iowa Art in State Buildings law,
one-half of one percent of new
construction funds is designated
for public art.
"Bower" consists of nine steel
columns, four of which are inside
the new residence hall and five
that are outside. Each column is between 10 and 18
feet high with steel "branches" that reach up to, and wind around, four panes of glass at the top of
each column. The glass forms a point, reminiscent of a glass house with a roof, and each "house"
is lit from the inside.
The steel columns and branches were made by two UNI students and two
recent UNI graduates. Tom Stancliffe, UNI professor of art, trained the
students in metalworking and oversaw their work. The finished sculpture
was installed in March.
Stancliffe said he and Basa discussed having UNI students
fabricate part of the sculpture on campus because UNI's art
facilities are extremely well-equipped and large enough
for a project of this
nature.
"The students
benefit because
they get to
collaborate
with an artist, they're paid fairly, they gain
great experience and they learn new skills;' said
Stancliffe.
Vicki Reed, B.F.A. '10, worked on "Bower" by
cutting, grinding and welding the steel columns
and branches. "This is an invaluable experience,
and it's really opening my eyes to new ways to
build things - and I get to do something for
my school, too;' said Reed. "Public art creates a
sense of pride and inspires people to be creative
themselves:' •
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Honor your collegiate experience
with UNl's class ring
The University of Northern Iowa experience creates a lasting impression on those who choose to learn, live
and grow here.
You know that as a Panther. Your personal UNI experience is certainly wrapped around good times and
great people. You are a part of the fabric that weaves the rich history and tradition that is UNI. We, as a
university, celebrate every person who became a Panther and every success of each individual. It is who we
are. It is who you are.
UNl's traditions and values are based on a
dedication to providing the highest quality
university experience for all students - past,
present and future. One of the traditions is the
Official Class Ring, wh ich symbolizes the link
between all Panthers and the rich traditions of UNI.
To wear the official ring is an honor - a privilege
that you have earned. The ring is available
exclusively to students and alumni. The ring design
will remain unchanged and will forever identify
you as a member of the UNI fa mily.
Your journey is filled with great UNI memories
and they are cause for celebration and
remembrance. You are invited to become part of
a proud UNI tradition by wearing the Official Class
Ring of the University of Northern Iowa.
For more information, please visit www.balfour.com and select University of Northern Iowa.
unialum.org
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Filmmaker comes full circle

unny how things circle back around in our lives sometimes.

As a junior in high school, Elise Plakke, B.A. '96, and her dad came to UNI to attend an alumni
lecture on studio design. "It spoke to me;' Plakke said. "I realized that I unders od the visual
vocabulary. I elbowed my dad and said 'I want to do this - I want to be a designer!"' I s ired lakl<e
switched out of her accelerated science classes and into art.
Twenty years 19ter, she was back on campus in that same hall - but this time as the feature presenter,
showing her award-winning short film, 14 Minutes.
Sitting in the shade of Kamerick Art Building's courtyard, Plakke shared her inspiration for the film.
"The narrative is loosely based on my own story. The female lead is engaged, and questioning her wedding.
So she takes a trip to break out from her normal routine and away from the people who influence her. She
meets up with a photographer who offers her a different perspective; a different defi nition of happiness.
I didn't want it to be a love story - that would be too easy. I'm hoping the film encourages women to
question situations when they aren't fully happy and inspires
them to go after what they want:'
The screenplay for 14 Minutes won PlakRe first place in
the 2009 Manhattan Short Screenplay competition,
and became a catalyst for change in her own life.
"I realized that maybe I could pursue what I'd
wanted to for so long, and step away from the
corporate world;' she said. "That was really
scary. I was questioning myself - who
am I if I'm not an art director7 This is
what I've done for 13 years:'
But encouraged by her friends and
family, Plakke took the plunge. She left
her job with LL.Bean to produce her
film. "Right now I'm living the dream.
I work all the time, but I love it;' she said
with a smile.

Investing her life savings into the film, Plakke began the arduous process of pulling together a crew to
help execute her vision for the script. She su rrounded herself with talented, experienced people - and was
flattered when many of them didn't realize she was a first-time director. "There was so much that I didn't
know;' she admitted. "So I got a lot of books. I would read them as I got to that step!"
The hard work paid off, as 14 Minutes was screened at the Festival de Cannes; won Best Short Film Award at
the Twin Cities Film Fest; Best Overall Film and Best Short Film at the Portland, Maine Film Festival; and was an
Official Selection for both the Hollywood Fil m Trailer Festival and Milwaukee Shorts Festival - all in 2011.
But for Plakke, one of the
most reward ing moments
came when she screened the
film with her parents in Cedar
Falls. Her dad, Bruce Plakke, is
an associate professor in UNl's
Communication Sciences &
Disorders department. her
mom, Linda, is a reading
specialist at Cedar Heights
Elementary. "All they heard
about for a year and a
half was the film, but they
wanted to wait and see it
with me;' she said. "My mom
and dad were blown away.
My mom said she had no
idea it was this complicated!"
Plakke has already written the feature-length version of the screenplay, and
is working to get it produced.
"It is fun - filmmaking always sounds glamorous but it is a lot
of work;' she shared. "The time in my life was right to do this. I'd
learned so much of the fundamentals of directing from my
previous jobs. I couldn't have done this without going through
everything else first:' •

A message from the
president of UNI
Dear UNI students, faculty, staff, alumni, parents and friends:
We recently announced several strategic decisions to protect and
strengthen the core mission of the University of Northern Iowa. As
leaders in higher education, we have a responsibility to our students,
their parents and taxpayers to maintain academic excellence and
affordability, and to prepare for the future.
We believe these decisions will help build on historic strengths,
while aligning UNI for future success in a challenging and competitive
education environment. These changes also will help us reallocate
resources to meet current budget requirements and student demand.
In March, the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, approved a series of changes I recommended that
included closure and restructuring of academic programs with low graduation rates. We continue
to be committed to the success of students enrolled in the affected programs, and each of them
will be able to complete their studies.
The academic program closures and restructuring are needed so we can reallocate resources
to high-demand and potential-growth programs. On average, the programs listed for closure
graduated fewer than two students per year over the last five years. We will close 23 undergraduate
majors, 19 undergraduate minors, 16 graduate programs, and the restructuring of 19 programs.
The programs listed represent less than 2 percent of the degrees granted in 2010-2011.
Our commitment to being the educator of choice for the next generation of teachers is
unwavering. The Board of Regents also approved the closure of Malcolm Price Laboratory School
by June 30, 2012. The Dean of the College of Education Dwight Watson and his colleagues are
developing new approaches to field and clinical experiences with local school districts, and we
remain committed to the development of a robust statewide research and development initiative.
The lab school has been an integral part of our strong heritage of achievement in teacher
education, but it is not feasible for UNI to continue to subsidize the school.
Additional changes previously announced include integrating the collections of the UNI
Museums within campus and the community for greater student access; reducing general fund
support to Panther Athletics; and closing UNI Print Services.
These decisions are never easy. I recognize the personal impact these changes will have on
faculty, staff, students and alumni. We are working through the transition plans with those most
directly affected by these changes.
I want to thank you for your support of the University of orthern Iowa. We continue our
proud tradition of providing our students with academic excellence and a great collegiate
experience.

Quick facts on UN l's
The campus
budget situation academic restructuring:
in brief
This year's state budget reduced the
level of funding for fiscal 2012 by $4.3
million below fiscal 2011. UNI will begin
fiscal 2013 with an increased obligation
of $4.1 million in union-negotiated
salary and benefit increases for faculty
and staff.
Since 2009, UNI has addressed
funding reductions through a series of
cost-saving measures. These included
an early retirement incentive program
(ERIP) under which faculty and staff
elected to retire. Other cost-saving
actions included temporarily reducing
retirement contributions, negotiating
changes in health insurance plans,
collaborating with sister Regent
institutions, outsourcing services,
eliminating staff positions and reducing
the support for auxiliary enterprises.
In times like these, we must define
our future before circumstances dictate
it for us. These changes are designed to
strengthen the university and reallocate
resources to enhance high-demand
majors that will better meet student
interest.
Our imagination for the future must be
greater than our commitment to the past.
Sincerely,

Benjamin J. Allen
President

• UNI is closing 22 undergraduate majors,
20 undergraduate minors, 16 graduate
programs and restructuring 19 programs.

• All of the students enrolled in these programs
will be able to finish their studies.
• No academic departments are being closed.
• On average, the programs listed for closure
graduated fewer than two students
per year over the last five years.
• The programs listed represent less than
2 percent of the degrees granted in 2010-2011.
• The academic program closures and restructuring
are needed so UNI can reallocate resources to
high-demand and potential-growth programs.
• The administration met with UNI-United Faculty,
the Faculty Senate and Graduate Council to
review the list of academic program changes.
They made adjustments based on those meetings.
• UNI has made similar program changes in the
past to reflect changes in student interest and
demand. It is not financially sound to fund
academic programs with few graduates.
• The impact on students will be limited. For
instance, 18 of the programs closed had NO
graduates last year. Of the more than 3,500
students who are admitted to UNI for next fall,
only 50 have shown interest in affected
programs - and we anticipate there will be other
viable program options for many ofthem.
• Student admissions are up over last year and
on target to meet our goals for 2012-2013.

Find more information online at
www.uni.edu/program-changes.

'-/

' y\,:t'. Where in the

it~,-

world is UNI?

',;k_ -~

1/-::::,

UNI was recently ranked fourth in the nation
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for top academic study abroad programs by
Abroad 101, the first and largest website
featuring study abroad program reviews.
The rankings are based on overall
evaluations by students who have
participated in the study abroad programs .
~

.,.- I

UN l's study abroad program options
include more than 300 short-term,
summer, academic year and Capstone
classes. •

Current students can choose
from 18 global Capstone classes,
including destinations to Costa
Rica, Greece, India and more .

.....

~

v

Top three summer
-:,:..., ' -:, program destinations:
"'
' ~ Spain, France, Mexico
..1 -

'"·

Since 2000~ UNI has sent
students to 45 countries
....around the world.
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Top destinations of faculty/
~' - staff taking students abroad
in the last five years:
~·,
Europe: 630/o
Asia: 180/o
Latin America : 180/o
Africa: 30/o

<.~ . .

More than 3,500 students have
studied abroad since 2000.
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Discovering why

diversity matters

iversity Matters" is on every UNI Web page. But how many students have ever
stopped to think about how it affects them, why it matters to the institution or
how it might influence the workplace?
In an effort to increase awareness of diversity issues among students, the
UNIBusiness Diversity Task Force held a Diversity Case Competition in
January. More than 50 students took part in the first competition, which was sponsored by
PricewaterhouseCoopers and Veridian Credit Union.
"Getting students to talk about these issues is in itself a big step;' said Jonathan Cox,
UNIBusiness coordinator of minority and student diversity programs and member of the
UNIBusiness Diversity Task Force.
For the competition, teams of three to four students
(a minimum of two business majors; a maximum
of one graduate student per team) received a copy
of a diversity-related problem one week before the
competition. Without help from faculty or staff, the
students were tasked to create and present a solution to
a panel of judges. The top five teams from the first round
of competition then presented in a public forum for the final round.
In 2012, students were faced with how to resolve UNI's challenges in recruiting and retaining
underrepresented students.
"Before I participated in this competition, I didn't really know that this was a huge problem at
UNI;' said Philip Musson, a senior Spanish major who was part of the winning team. "Having
competitions like this, at the very least, starts a dialogue and makes people aware of the issue.
If people are not aware, it can never be fixed:'
Johnale Jackson and Michelle Prieto had a grasp on diversity issues prior to the competition,
but both discovered benefits from being involved.
" ow I have a thirst to understand it more;' said Jackson, a sophomore accounting major whose
team made it to the final round. "If I see an article about diversity, I am more likely to read it now:'

Prieto, a sophomore management major who also was a member of the winning team, grew
up in a home where diversity was often a topic of conversation; her father works for a nonprofit
organization called La Voz Latina. However, she said, "When you have to conduct your own
research on anything, it will educate you and make you more well-rounded. I believe this
Diversity Case Competition has done that for me:'
Next year's competition will focus on another aspect of diversity with the goal of adding to UNI
students' understanding of, and appreciation for, diversity.
"Diversity can represent a variety of things: ideas, perspectives, communication, etc;' said
Angela Weekley, community inclusion manager at Veridian Credit Union and competition judge.
"Having diversity within any organization ensures that the most innovative and effective ideas are
developed and implemented:' •

"D

Final list of standings in the
Diversity Case Competition:
First Place: $2,000
Philip Musson (Spanish), Ethan Thompson (marketing),
Megan Heemstra (marketing) and Michelle Prieto (man agement)

Second Place: $1,500
Stephanie Dick (marketing), Joshua Miller (management)
and Kristen Hora (accounting and marketing)

Honorable Mentions: $500
Azam Firouzi (MBA), Jay Fruechte (man agement)
and Yanqing (Ivy) Han (accounting); Johnale Jackson (accounting),
Janell Buckner (accounting) and D e'Sean Taylor (marketing);
Joe Noonan (management), Matt Funke (marketing),
Kevin Gartman (marketing) and Kofi Sam (public policy)

Interlude Dance requested
by first lady
How do you know when your newest campus tradition
has reached new heights?

A

When the White House calls asking that you
teach the fun, energetic Interlude Dance to the first lady.

s part of her "Let's
Move" initiative,
first lady Michelle
Obama, along with
celebrities Michelle
Kwan, Olympic figure skater;
Bob Harper, personal trainer on
"The Biggest Loser;" and Shawn
Johnson, Olympic gymnast and
winner of"Dancing with the Stars;·
appeared at the Iowa's Healthiest
State Initiative event with more
than 14,000 students from
across Iowa.
Des Moines was the first stop
on Obama's three-day, nationwide
tour celebrating the second
anniversary of"Let's Move; her
initiative to solve the problem
of childhood obesity within a
generation. She also highlighted Iowa's Healthiest State Initiative, a private-public partnership launched in
August by Gov. Terry Branstad and other government and business leaders, to make Iowa the healthiest state
in the nation by 2016.
The energetic dance has now moved into classrooms
throughout Iowa as teachers encourage their students to get
up and move. The dance was created by UNI students Scott
Connerley, Ian Goldsmith and Tyler Wright and has gained

worldwide fame over the Internet. •

the six dance steps
of the

Left: TC shows off his muscles with
Bob Harper from "The Biggest Loser"

Below: TC with Olympic figure skater
Michelle Kwan and UNI Interlude
creators Scott Connerley,
Ian Goldsmith and Tyler Wright

A moment of reflection with
Robert James Waller

R

obert James Waller, B.A. '62, M.A. '64, former dean of the

University of Northern Iowa College of Business Administration
and best-selling author of"The Bridges of Madison County;'
returned to campus last fall as part of UN l's Presidential Lecture
Series. His public lecture was "What the Rivers Taught Me;' an
epilogue to his new manuscript.
We caught up with him for a brief Q & A between presentations.

UNI: How have your experiences at UNI influenced your life?
Waller: UNI provided me room to experiment with courses, course

content and as the first dean of the business school, to have some
influence on the direction of the university. As an undergraduate, I availed
myself of everything from vocal lessons in the School of Music to a reading
improvement short course tci attending theatre and musical productions.
In short, UNI allowed me to explore my intellectual interests and my tastes,
both as a student and as a professor.

.,

UNI:What do you think will change in education over the next 10 years7
Waller: I suspect more emphasis on technical subjects, such as accounting and computers, will emerge

because of student demand, but that should not be viewed as contradicting a solid liberal arts core. Rigor
and synthesis are the two concepts I emphasize in education. There should be no divide between the
technical field and other subjects.

UNI: During your lecture, you emphasized the value of small increments. How has that worked in your life7
Waller: From a young age I have somehow understood the power of small changes brought about by

relentless effort, and by taking pleasure in experiencing the compounding effects of such change. The value
of the small increment has governed my life and, at the moment, I am counseling myself to adhere to it as I
begin long projects in economics and mathematics.

UNI: Please give a brief summary of your latest manuscript, "Summer Nights Never End ... Until They Do:
Social Traps, Vicious Circles and the Lure of the Short-Run:·
Waller: It is a tight amalgam of economics, decision theory and a bit of cognitive psychology; an explanation
of my personal paradigm for assaulting complex problems and also preventing such problems in the first
place. It is based on my practical consulting experience, experience as an academic and personal life. The
paradigm required almost 40 years to finally take a coherent shape.

UNI: How do you like to spend your time when you're not writing?
Waller: Studying, learning, fly fishing, traveling with my wife, sitting on the porch and talking with my good

friends, Harper the cat and Ripley the dog. •

Selected Robert Waller Publications

History research gift honors
UNI faculty

K

evin Boatright, M.A. '84, and his wife, Deb, have made a gift of $5,000 to
the UNI Foundation and the Department of History to support undergraduate
research, allowing the department to create the Undergraduate History
Research Grant.
The grant will help UNI undergraduate history majors meet costs associated with
research projects and presentations. That may include expenses such as travel to conduct archival
or field research, the costs to prepare presentations and attendance to academic conferences.
"I hold a number of Northern Iowa history faculty - past and
present - in especially high regard, such as Leland Sage, David
Walker, Howard Jones, Dean Talbott and Glenda Riley;' Boatright
says. "This gift is motivated by my appreciation for their service to
students, the university, the department and the history profession:'
History Department Chair Bob Martin, Ph.D., welcomes the
opportunity to create a new department fund that will encourage
undergraduate research. "Independent research by undergraduates
is the best means by which they can learn to apply the tools of their
discipline in a meaningful and responsible way;' Martin says. "Using
the exploratory, analytical and communications skills they have
learned in their classes in projects that are uniquely their own fosters
creativity, builds confidence and provides a sense of satisfaction that
should be a part of every student's educational experience:'
Kevin is the director of communications for research and graduate studies at the University of
Kansas, Lawrence. His wife, Deb, is a speech pathologist with Lawrence Public Schools.
This gift is part of the $150 million Imagine the Impact Campaign for the University of
Northern Iowa. The campaign focuses on scholarships, faculty and program support. For more
information, visit www.uni-foundation.org. •

•

•

111:J:9gJ~the

IMPllCT
The Campaign for the University of Northern Iowa

Imagine the Impact Campaign Update
By the numbers:
$138 million - campaign total raised
236 number of programs created
250 new scholarships established
unialum.org
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athered around the kitchen table in their Minnesota home, Molly Baumgard,
B.A. '11, and her family swap stories about their college days at the University
of Northern Iowa. Molly's mom, Jackie Mackin Baumgard, B.A. '81, and her
grandmother, Margaret Stahle Mackin, 2-yr. Cert. '54, pull out their Old Gold
yearbooks. Margaret, a former yearbook staff member, points to a sepia photo:
"This is when I performed in Midsummer Night's Dream:'
Margaret explains that she went to college at a time when most people could not afford it, but
loans from family members and summer work helped her earn a teaching certificate. She later
earned her B.A. and M.A. degrees from Marycrest. In 1980, the Governor of Iowa appointed her
to serve on a committee to improve IPERS, so she represented Iowa at the White House when the
U.S. Department of Educa~ion was formed. Margaret received two Outstanding Educator awards
and was inducted into the Bettendorf High School Hall of Honor before she retired as a school
principal in 1994.
Jackie recalls her days on the UNI swim tea . 'This
was pre-Title IX, so we (women) were lucky to get pool
time. Nobody paid much attention to us:'
Jackie was involved in student government and
many other organizations on campus. She studenttaught at Northern University High School. After
graduation, she began work in Heron Lake-Okabena
Public Schools. Since 2000, she has worked as field
staff for Education Minnesota, the largest professional
union and advocate for public education in Minnesota.
Despite the proud Panthers in her family, Molly
initially had no plans to move to Cedar Falls and
attend UNI. "That all changed once I visited campus;'
she said.
As an out-of-state student, Motly didn't know anyone
on campus, but quickly made friends by participating
in activities in her residence hat!, Dancer Hall. Molly
says, "I also joined my mother's sorority, Alpha Xi
Delta, where I was a legacy. I was a reporter for the
Northern Iowan and volunteered with Conversation
Partners. Both were great experiences where I learned
Jackie with her mother Margaret Stahle Mackin,
a lot and felt more involved in the university.
2-yr. Cert. '54
'J\nother great memory of UNI was having Michelle
Obama as my commencement speaker. She is an
amazing and inspiring woman, and we were fortunate to have her address the class of 2011. It's
something I will never forget. When I tell people she spoke at my graduation, they still don't
believe me! It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
'J\fter cheering for the Gophers all my life, I became a Panther fan and attended as many
games as possible. I even convinced my dad, a die-hard Gopher fan, to add purple and gold to
his wardrobe!" •

As an out-of-state student, Molly
didn't know anyone on campus. but
quickly made friends by participating
in activities in her residence hall.
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or many of us who graduated from UNI, our first return
to campus came during Homecoming or more likely, a
celebration marking one of our class anniversaries, say a
10-year or 25-year reunion.
From May 3 to 5, the Class of 1962 will be honored as
the newest members of the Golden Graduate Society. Every alumnus
and alumna who graduated or earned a certificate in 1962 or earlier is a
Golden Graduate.
From near and far, 1962 graduates are planning their return to campus;
the 15 members of this year's Golden Graduate Society committee will travel from eight states.
Beyond the Golden Graduate reunion, however, class anniversary reunions have lost favor
for UNI alumni - a trend prominent at universities throughout the country. Instead, "affinity
reunions" for those who found meaningful activities or interests on campus are drawing record
numbers of alumni.
Were you an RA, a member of women's basketball or a resident of a particular hall? I hope you
took advantage of the chance to celebrate your connection with others who shared your passion
for these UNI memories.
If you participated in theatrical productions or the Wind Symphony, plan to come back to
campus for those reunions in April. Other upcoming alumni events target geographical area ,
such as the Twin Cities or Chicago (which even includes a Cubs game - and occasionally they win!).
If you have a suggestion for a reunion, contact the UNI Alumni Association. We are, after aU ...

Purple for Life
9{L .. ~~L ....<4-/
Sandy Stevens '62, Chairman
UNI Alumni Association Board
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Class Notes are compiled from information sent
inpersonally by alumni or submitted via news
release to the Alumni Association office. If you
would like to share your news, go to www
uni aIum .org/subm it-class-notes.
Names listed in purple are Alumni Association
members. Names that begin with afj, are
Lifetime Alumni Association members.
Send address changes and Class Notes
submissions to info@unialum.org, www.
unialum.org or by mail to University of Northern
Iowa Today, UNI Alumni Association, 1012 W.
23rd Street, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614-0284.

1940s ............. .
'42 Gladys Meyer Ebert, BA, is 91 years
old, retired and lives at the Heisinger Bluffs
Independent Living Apartments in Jefferson
City, MO.
'46 Frances (Thompson) Patterson, 2-yr
Cert., BA '55, Saint Ansgar, retired 22 years
ago from teaching early childhood education for
37 years.
'49 Jean (Gabel) LeWarne, BA, Mason City,
aWWII Navy Wave veteran, recently traveled on
an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. to view the
memorials. She received her ISTC degree through
the GI Bill. Grandson Nick LeWarne is acurrent
music major at UNI.

1950s -............ .
'52 Lowell Norman, BA, Corpus Christi, TX,
retired in June 1994 from teaching.
'52 Donald Peters, BA, San Diego, CA,
is retired in San Diego and has shot his fourth
hole-in-one.

'53 Gordon Henry, BA, Newberry, SC, is a
professor emeritus of communications, who
retired June 2011 after 42 years of service at
Newberry College. He joined the college as
director of public relations and journalism
instructor in 1969, retiring in 1996 as assoc.
vice president of institutional research. He later
accepted apart-time position as the Newberry
College archivist. During his tenure, he helped
establish the journalism/communications major
in 1990; wrote ahistory of Newberry College,
"God Bless Newberry College" in 2006; was
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Letters in 2005;
and was named 2006 Non-Alumnus of the Year.

'57 Phyllis (Wray) Klein, BA, Oklahoma
City, OK, is aretired social worker who keeps
busy playing violin in the Oklahoma Community
Orchestra and the University of Oklahoma's
Civic Orchestra as well as taking fitness classes,
traveling, cooking, gardening and reading.

'53 Joanne (Pogemiller) Moard, 2-yr
Cert., and James Moard, BA '53, Appleton,
WI, celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary
on 11/10/2011. James taught high school math
in Cherokee and Pleasant Valley after he served
as anaval communications officer with the
U.S. Naval Security Group. Joanne taught in the
elementary schools of Bettendorf and Pleasant
Valley.

'59 Michael Boyd, BA, New York, NY,
donated one of his paintings to UNI in memory
of his brother, Patrick C. Boyd, BA '64, who died
1/27/10 in Berkeley, CA.

'54 Shirley (Turbett) Johnston, 2-yr
Cert., Hiawatha, has been married 55 years to
Lyle Johnston and has three daughters, three
sons-in-laws and seven grandchildren. She
taught for 35 years at Radcliffe, Montour and
Alburnett schools before retiring.
'55 Linnea (Loe) Graen, 2-yr Cert., BA
'65, Cedar Falls, and her husband, Dick, recently
visited Australia where she taught in 1983 on a
teacher exchange program.
'56 David Madden, Black Mountain, NC,
emeritus professor of creative writing at LSU,
published anovel, "Abducted by Circumstance,"
amajor revision of "James M. Cain: Hardboiled
Mythmaker;' and edited "Wright Morris Territory,"
and abook of essays on Faulkner's "Absalom,
Absalom"in the past year. His eleventh work of
fiction, "London Bridge in Plague and Fire,"will
appear in spring 2012.

'58 Sharon (Benjamin) Hann, BA,
Denver, CO, is alifelong leaner. After 44 years of
teaching, she is still taking classes in art.
'58 Clark McCleary, BA, Houston, TX, was
elected president of the National Association of
Estate Planners & Councils at that organization's
annual national conference in San Antonio.

'59 Lyle Grooters, BA, Hot Springs Village,
AR, retired from Kansas State University in 1995
and now lives on agolf course.

1960s-............ .
'60 Gary Maas, BA, MA '66, Somerset, NJ,
retired from teaching in spring 2010 after 50
great years. He now lectures in mathematics at
Rutgers University.
'61 Carol Kruse, BA, Shell Rock, retired from
teaching.
'61 Linda (Andrews) Thompson, BA, Oro
Valley, AZ, and Nancy Teas-Crain have recently
published two books designed to help parents
review their math skills and assist their children
with homework, entitled "Math for Puzzled
Parents I" and "Math for Puuled Parents II."
fj, '62 Paul Jones, BA, Montezuma, is still
working three months ayear - Nov., Dec. and
Jan. - at McMurdo Station Antarctica, operating
the water plant at America's science base. He also
made it to the South Pole this season.

Hager named Vice President of Administration and Finance at UNI
Michael Hager, B.A. '88, has been named vice president for
administration and financial services at the University of Northern Iowa.
Hager served previously as the assistant vice president for student affairs
and executive director of residence at UNI.
"The university is committed to providing our students, faculty
and staff high quality programs and learning environments in these
challenging economic times;' said UNI President Ben Allen. "Michael is a
visionary and strategic thinker, who will provide strong leadership and
counsel. I look forward to working with Michael and his division:'
Hager is completing his Doctor of Business Administration at St.
Ambrose University. He holds an M.B.A. from the University of Dubuque
and BA from UNI. Hager has worked in higher education since 1988 and
in his current role at UNI since 2008. He has provided leadership to UNl's
housing systems, dining operations and retail stores. He has a strong
background in the development of complex budgeting systems, long-range strategic planning, facilities
planning, and construction and sustainability initiatives. Prior to coming to UNI, he worked at the University
of Nebraska-Lincol n.
unialum.org

I

UNltoday

I 27

'63 Howard Sonksen, BA, Mason City,
received the 2011 Excellence in Teaching Award
at North Iowa Area Community College in Mason
City. After graduating from State College of Iowa
(now UNI) in 1963, Howard taught English/
speech/theatre/music in Iowa public schools for
24 years; worked as apsychological therapist for
aprivate agency one year; taught/coordinated
secondary level special needs programs for
Northern Trails AEA for 10 years; retired briefly;
then taught/coordinated asecondary special
needs program for Francis Lauer Youth Services
for three and ahalf years. Currently he is in his
fourth year teaching communications at NIACC

'64 George Coffin, BA, Kahoka, MO, has
retired after teaching middle and high school
science for 40 years, followed by four years as
asub at schools in Keokuk, Fort Madison and
Kahoka, MO He and his wife traveled to Gilbert,
AZ, in Nov. 2011 to visit their grandchildren;
8-month-old Kaitlyn, and her brothers, Peyton,
11, and Andrew, 4.
'64 Bonita Dostal-Neff, BA, MA '66,
Munster, IN, assoc professor of communication
at Valparaiso University, was elected chair of
the Board of Directors for Northwest Indiana
Lakeshore Public Broadcasting, Inc, where she
oversees a$4.1 + million budget for public
television in NW Indiana and the Chicago area,
and public radio systems. A12-year board
member, her foundational research is viewed
as amodel for other public broadcasting
stations. Dr. Neff also served on the finance and
administration committees while chairing the
community advisory board since 2002.

'64 Louise Gregory, BA, Fort Collins,
CO, recently completed travel to her seventh
continent.
'66 Frank Bergren, BA, Loudon, TN, is
now retired in beautiful Tellico Village in East
Tennessee, after 27 years teaching and coaching
at Sycamore, IL
'67 Marcia (Smith) Anton, BA, Santa
Rosa, CA, published her memoir"Becoming
Marcia;'which begins with her growing up in
Waterloo, attending the University of Iowa and
graduating from UNI, marrying her high school
boyfriend and living in the quonsets in Iowa City
while Nick was in medical school. They have lived
in Santa Rosa since 1975.

'67 Kathleen (Carver) Hardwig, BA,
Castro Valley, CA, retired after 12 years of
teaching and 32 years as areal estate broker.
"' '67 Jim Meggison, BA, Waterloo, retired
after 39 years with the same company. Looking
forward to R&R.
'67 David Prescott, BA, Oklahoma City, OK,
closed his law office as of Dec 2010 and retired
after 38 years in private practice. He is married to
Susan (Lund) Prescott, BA '68.
'68 Colleen Cahill Holmes, BA, Cedar
Rapids, is amaster trainer for "8 to Great: The
Powerful Process for Positive Change."
'69 Neal Brees, BA, Kansas City, MO,
retired 12/31 /11 after serving 10 years as
director of finance and operations for SAVE, Inc,
aNFP housing agency for HIV/AIDS in Kansas
City,MO
'69 Thomas Hennessey, BA, Stillwater,
OK, aprofessor of forestry at Oklahoma State
University, was the 2011 recipient ofThe Society
of American Foresters Carl Alwin Schenck Award,
recognizing outstanding performance in the field
of forestry education.
'69 Katie (Sullivan) Mulholland, BA, MA
'80, EdD '89, Marion, received the 2011 Iowa
Administrator of the Year, Superintendent award.
'69 Nancy (Foster) Wagoner, BA,
Maquoketa, anationally-board-certified teacher
who has taught in Calif., Ariz. and Iowa, retired
after 29 years of teaching.

1970s ............. .
'70 Dennis Heth, MA, Splst '81, Fort
Madison, retired in 2005 after 40 years in
education - five years teaching elementary
in Eagle Grove and 35 years as an elementary
principal in Anamosa and Fort Madison.
Dennis and his wife, Sharon, enjoy retirement
by traveling throughout the United States and
abroad.

'71 Larry Hays, BA, retired after 33 years as
afinancial advisor with Stifel Nicolaus &Co's
Waterloo branch. He and Jewell (Woody)
Hays, BA '71, live in Cedar Falls.
'71 Robert Krogh, BA, MA '72, Waterloo,
retired from John Deere in Sept 2009 after 35
years. He also retired from UNI as an adjunct
accounting instructor after 25 years.
'72 Charles Doss, BA, Bettendorf, retired after
36 years as an IT analyst in the finance division
of Deere &Company. He also retired from the
Marine Corps Reserves as aMaster Gunnery
Sergeant after serving 23 years. He is an Iowa
Master Gardener and enjoys woodworking and
cowboy action shooting.
'74 Steve Benson, BA, Mount Vernon, will
be inducted into the Nevada, IA, Sports Hall of
Fame. He retired after teaching art for 30 years in
Iowa public schools.
'74 Steve Hummel, BA, Lake View, is
the president of the Dragonfly Society of the
Americas.
'74 Sue (Arrasmith) Roman, BA,;iouth
Whitley, IN, serves as aFrench language
translator and executive assistant at Integrated
Community Development International. lCDI does
humanitarian work in French Equatorial Africa,
specifically digging wells, providing sanitation
training, HIV/AIDS training, micro-enterprise
loans and shortwave radio. She taught for the
previous 37 years in high schools, middle schools
and colleges in Iowa, Michigan and Indiana.
'75 Mohamedu Jones, BA, Bowie, MD,
attorney, was named partner at Pannone Lopes
Devereaux &West, LL(, effective Dec 2011.
'75 Nancy (Harms) McIntire, BA, Miles,
was named aCambridge Who's Who Professional
of the Year in Educational Leadership.
'75 Randall Thomas, BA, MBA '98,
Cedar Falls, has been promoted to the rank of
associate professor of accounting for Upper Iowa
University.

"' '70 Linda Proudfit, BA, MA '71 ,
Chesterton, IN, retired and is now professor
emeritus, College of Education, Governors State
University, University Park, IL

'76 Douglas Danne, BA, Novi, Ml, wrote a
book entitled "Employment Essentials - College Edition."

"' '71 Dianne Fagner, BA, Des Moines,
is asocial worker with Mercy Hospice, and is
amental health representative on the Iowa
Domestic Abuse Death Review Team.

'76 Stefani (Petrakis) Weber, BA,
Dubuque, wrote asecond book, "Children's
Storybook Guidance,"which will be published in
June 2012. Her first book, "Coming to School ls
Really Cool;'was published in Jan. 2006.

Alumna elected shareholder at Davis Brown ·
The Davis Brown Law Firm is pleased to announce Courtney Strutt
Todd, B.A. '03, has been elected a shareholder, effective Jan. 2012.
Todd practices in the areas of public finance and tax law, and currently
serves as the co-chair of the firm's tax department She received her
Bachelor of Arts degree from UNI in 2003 and graduated from Drake
University Law School with high honors in May 2006. She also received
her M.BA from Drake's Graduate College of Business in May 2006.
In addition, she has a Certified Public Accounting (CPA) designation.
She has been with Des Moines-based Davis Brown, one of Iowa's largest
law firms, since 2006.
28
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1980s
'80 Patricia ((ahoy) Cunningham, BM,
Auburn, NH, was named Merrimack High
School's 2011 Teacher of the Year, and will
be clarinet soloist with the New Hampshire
Philharmonic Orchestra in April 2012. In 2010,
she presented "Hands on Clarinet" at the New
England Band Directors Institute.
'80 Kathryn (Jepsen) Wilson, BA, MA '82,
Ottumwa, retired from Great Prairie AEA 15 as a
speech-language pathologist.
'80 Bob Youds, BA, Osseo, MN, is the
engineering manager of design automation with
Medtronic in Minneapolis.
'80 Eileen (Myers) Youds, BA, MA '83,
Osseo, MN, was appointed chief operating officer
for Walser Automotive Group in Minneapolis.
'81 Bruce Jorth, BA, Lake Worth, FL, now

chief risk officer at McGladrey &Pullen, LLP, was
recently appointed to the Standing Advisory
Group of the PCAOB, and is also amember of the
AICPA Professional Ethics Executive Committee.
'82 Earlene (Hamel) Hawley, MA, Waverly,
wrote adrama, "Sons &Daughters ofThunder,"
about the beginning of the end of slavery in
America, which is being made into amotion
picture.
'82 Clayton Suntken, BA, Omaha, NE, is
president ofWoodmen Federal Credit Union in
Omaha.
'82 Kim (Drake) Walker, BA, Centerville,
was afinalist for the 2011 Iowa History Teacher
of the Year award.
'83 David Burrow, BA, Algona, was honored
with the Diocese of Sioux City's 'Excellence in
Education" Award. He teaches math at Bishop
Garrigan High School in Algona.
'83 Duke Dierks, BA, Cedar Falls, qualified
for Ozark National Life Insurance Company's
President's Cabinet convention for 2011. This is
the 27th year he has earned the award. He was
the third highest individual producer in 2011. He
is Ozark's all-time highest producer.
'83 Jim Hall, BA, and Beth (Diercks) Hall,
BA '84, Cedar Rapids, are general managers of
Rehab Management Services in Cedar Rapids, a
business they founded in Aug. 1997. Their client
base now includes 40 therapy companies with
80 clinic locations in more than 20 states.
'83 Cindi (Rabbitt) McDonald, BA, MA
'94, Waukee, is the associate superintendent
of school improvement for Waukee Community
School District.
'84 Jay Anliker, BA, Wausau, WI, was named
president and CEO for UMR, abusiness unit of
United Healthcare. He and wife Deb (Seidl)
Anliker, BA '84, have lived in Wausau since
Feb. 1993.
'84 Curtis Hoff, BA, Marshalltown, was
named president of United Bank &Trust in
Marshalltown and continues to serve as a
lecturer in the College of Business at Iowa State
University.

'85 Jeffrey Kaplan, BA, Addison, TX, works
for NEC Display as anational accounts manager
for digital cinema.
'85 Sheryl (Shaeffer) Moore, BA,
Montgomery, TX, principal of Montgomery ISD
Middle School, was named Principal of the Year
for Region VI, and is atop-three finalist for the
2012 Texas Association of Secondary School
Principals - Middle School Principal of the Year.

'86 Lisa (Wiese) Schoon, BA, MA '92,
Goose Lake, is aspecial education instructor
at Preston High School in Preston. She and
husband Ken are parents of Sarah, Tyler and
Aaron.
'86 Deb Vangellow, BA, Sugar Land,
TX, was selected as a2011 U.S. Kids GolfTop
50 Kids Teacher by the PGA.
'87 Terry York, BA, York, NE, received

an MBA from Kaplan University in April
2011 and was promoted within Novartis
Pharmaceutical to TOBI-account manager
for South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and
Missouri.
'88 Margaret (Frank) Guetzko, MA,

West Branch, is teaching Spanish at Highland
Community Schools in Riverside. She has four
children: Valerie, afreshman at UNI; twins, Mike
and Michelle, in high school; and Lu, who is in
first grade.
'89 Barbara (Ballard) Winter, BA,
Oelwein, is currently teaching second grade at
Sacred Heart School in Oelwein.

1990s
'91 Jon Buse, BA, MA '97, Marion, became
dean of students at Kirkwood Community
College 12/15/2011. A20-yearveteran UNI
employee, Buse had been UNI dean of students
since 2007.
'91 Leslie (Milota) Hepting, BA, Marrero,
LA, senior director OTB operations at Fair Grounds
Race Course and Slots, was named one of New
Orleans CityBusiness' 2011 Women of the Year.
She began her career at Fair Grounds in March
1993 as amarketing specialist. Hepting currently
spearheads operations of ten off-track betting
(OTB) parlors.
'91 Richard Thomas, BS, Westlake,
OH, is VP and controller at Norris Brothers Co.,
Inc. In addition, he is secretary and treasurer of
Glastonbury Building Contractors, LLC, and on
the board of Lakeshore Community Credit Union
in Avon Lake, OH.
'92 Elizabeth (Cox) Brand, BA,
Salem, OR, has been named director at Oregon
Department of Community Colleges &Workforce
Development.
'93 Gina Lawrence-Ericson, BA, and Kevin
Ericson, Maxwell, were married 10/21/1995 and
have one daughter. Gina teaches kindergarten at
Maxwell-Collins, and Kevin teaches high school
special ed in Nevada.

Atha, preparing for his role as the
Mummy in ·Mansion of Blood:

'93 Mark Overton, BS, and Elke
(Hollingworth) Overton, BM '93, Saint
Louis, MO, are owners of Saxquest Vintage
Saxophone Shop, voted Best Music Store in 2008,
along with the Sax Museum, voted Best Museum
in 2011 by the Saint Louis Riverfront Times.
'94 Jacinda (Grishaber) Canfield, BA,
Republic, MO, and her family relocated for
husband Dave's job with Hy-Vee. He is backroom
manager of the first store in Springfield, MO.
'94 Denise Forney, BA, West Des Moines,
created her first children's CD as an early
childhood recording artist with her three
children, called"Criss Cross Applesauce - Songs
that Teach."
'94 Deborah (Fandel) Howes, BA,
Dubuque, is amarketing specialist with
Honkamp Krueger &Co. P.C.
'94 Steven Kwikkel, MA, Waverly,
Waverly-Shell Rock junior high principal,
was awarded 2011 Iowa Middle Level Principal
of the Year by the School Administrators of Iowa.
'9S Brenda (Maiers) Becker, BA,
Manchester, formerly 8th grade science teacher
at Maquoketa Valley Middle School, was a
finalist for 2012 Iowa Teacher of the Year. She
assumed the position of grades 7-12 principal at
Maquoketa Valley Schools in Aug. 2011.

'9S Lisa (Gaskell) Gruman, BA, Olathe, KS,
associate principal at Northwest High School in
Shawnee Mission, KS, was named recipient of
a2011 Milken Educator Award ofS25,000 on
11/1/2011 from the Milken Family Foundation.
'9S Marc Mitchell, BA, Redondo Beach, CA,
joined Cerrell Associates, aLos Angeles-based
public affairs firm, as the director of public affairs
in Feb. 2011, and was appointed as aplanning
commissioner by the mayor of Redondo, CA,
in Sept. 2011, after serving two years as public
works commissioner.
'96 Susan Davis, MA, Poughkeepsie,
NY, published asecond middle grade novel,
"Summer of Red Rain;· recounting the events
surrounding the siege of Fort Stanwix and the
Banle of Oriskany. Her first novel was "Musket
and Mobcap;' published in 2011.
'96 Gwen Timmerman, BA, Waterloo, is
community liaison at Tyson in Waterloo.
'97 Liz (Wall) Altemeier, BA, Cedar Rapids,
was awarded the 2011 Excellence in Education
Award for Iowa, sponsored by Iowa State
Education Association and Iowa Farm Bureau.
'98 Fred Lowery, MA, Grand Island, NE, is
acommunity-based instructor at Grand Island
Senior High School.
'99 Kurtis Roth, BA, South
Weymouth, MA, was promoted to
diversion group supervisor with the
Drug Enforcement Administration in
Boston, MA.
'99 Bryan Van Gelder, BM,
Tucson, AZ, received his MM from
the University of Arizona in 2002
and is now director of music for
Rincon United Church of Christ. He
is amember and frequent soloist
in the Tucson Chamber Artists
(TCA), who recently premiered
aTCA-commissioned work by
Stephen Paulus for the 10th
anniversary of 9/11. Bryan, a
stay-at-home parent, lives
with wife Natalee (Kluis)
Van Gelder, BA '99, MA
'01, aspecial ed teacher at
Rincon High School, and sons
Caden (6) and Keeran (5).

2000s
'00 Matthew Nielsen, BA, Phoenix, AZ,
was promoted to vice president of acquisition
&campaign management at American Express
International.
'01 Jason Franzenburg, BA, Davenport,
received the STEM Teacher of the Year from the
Quad Cities Engineering Council.
'01 Suzanne Hendrix, BM, MM '06,
Charles City, was named one of six winners
of $10,000 awards at the 41st annual George
London Foundation Awards Competition for
young American and Canadian opera singers,
2/17/2012 in New York, NY. She sang the role
of Azucena in the Wichita, KS, Grand Opera
performance of"II Trovatore" on 2/04/2012. She
will return to the Santa Fe Opera as an apprentice
artist, singing the role of the Fortune Teller in
"Arabella"this summer. She teaches voice at Avila
University in Kansas City.
'02 Kyle Albertson, BM, Houston, TX, sang
in the finals of the 41 st annual George Loo don
Foundations Awards CompetitiOJl in New York,
NY, for promising American and Canadian opera
singers held in Feb. 2012. He is currently in the
studio of Dr. Steven King, and his upcoming
engagements include covering Bretigny in
"Manon" at the Metropolitan Opera.
'03 Bradley Bechthold, BA, MA '07, La
Porte City, has been with John Deere Power
Systems since 2005, and was appointed project
manager in May 2011.
'03 Allysa (Koch) Billhorn, BA, lives in
Wilton with husband Sheridan and two children,
Drake and Taylor. She works part-time as a
marketing and communications coordinator for
the Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce &
Industry. She also writes adaily food blog.
'03 Nick Engle, BA, Nashville, TN, was
awarded the Young Optometrist of the Year
award at the 2011 Tennessee Association of
Optometric Physicians meeting. He is practicing
at Primary Eyecare Group in Brentwood, TN.
'03 Robin Fairchild, BA, Minneapolis, MN, is
amarketing operations senior analyst at Dell in
Minneapolis.

Alumni get creative with
Strayer-Wood Theatre

Long-lost UNI ring returns home after 24 years
A good Samaritan, who made it her mission to track down the owners of lost rings discovered in a Texas
lake, has reunited Kevin Finn, B.A. '79, with his 1978 wrestling championship ring.
Sadie Zboril, of Lyons, Texas, discovered several school rings while cleaning her parents' house after they
passed away. The rings appeared to all have been discovered in a nearby lake. Zboril decided to track down
the owners and contacted the UNI Alumni Association for help in locating Finn.
Finn, an associate professor in UNl's health, physical education and leisure services department, was
thrilled. "This ring was a gift provided to the 1978 Division II National Wrestling Championship team
members (at a time when this type of gift was allowed) from a group of wrestling boosters;' Finn said. "I lost
it while swimming in a lake near College Station, Texas, some t ime around 1988. It was in water about waist
height, however, in a sandy bottom, which made it hard to find. I was reluctant to leave without it but after
the immediate search was unsuccessful, I figured that it was lost forever:'
With the current drought conditions in Texas, Finn had recently wondered if it might be found. He shared
that getting the ring back provides a special remembrance of the great times he had during his wrestling
era, and helps make the stories he tells to his wife and children more real.

'03 Marcus Pitts, BA, Urbandale, was
namedsenior vice president at NAI Ruhl &
Ruhl Commercial and appointed tothe board
of directors for both the Des Moines and Quad
Cities offices. He was the top producer in both
2010 and 2011. Marcus also recently re-opened
Benchwarmers SportsBar in Ankeny.
'03 Joshua Wilks, BA, Ballwin, MO, was
promoted to principal with LarsonAllen after 10
yearsof experience in accounting.

'04 Garrett Murdock, BA, Chicago, IL, is
assistant vice president at JP Morgan Chase Bank
in Chicago.
'05 Karla (Welter) Digmann, MA, Farley,

was afinalist for the Iowa Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.
'05 Jacqueline (Theis) Eberhart, BA,

Parkersburg, is employed as acompliance officer
at Peoples Savings Bank.
'05 Cary Pint, BS, Hayward, CA, was ranked in

the top 30 under 30 by Forbes Magazine in 2011
for his research in nanotube supercapacitors to
create high energy baneries.
'07 Lindsey (Myott) Adams, BA, Wichita,

KS, was named director of external affairs at
MidlandUniversity in April 2011.
'07 Raghu Aerabati, MBA, Novi, Ml, joined

GE Healthcare in Detroit in July 2011 as lead
systems analyst of Global SupplyChain Dept.
andalso manages projects with international
teams. GE's complex supply chain system is one
of the largest in the world. He and his wife are
expecting their second child in Feb. 2012.
'08 Michael Kasperbauer, BA, Carroll, and
spouse Ashley are expecting their first child in
July 2012.
'08 Sarah Potthoff, BA, Carroll, graduated
from Cleveland ChiropracticCollege magna cum
laude in Dec. 2011. She completed aWalter
ReedNational Naval Medical Center chiropractic
Internship
'09 Adam Bormann, BS, is amanufacturing
engineer at John DeereDavenport Works, and
recently purchased ahome in Davenport.

'09 Alissa Meskimen, BA, Lees Summit, MO,
graduated from University of Central Missouri
with amaster's degree in speech-language
pathology in May 2011.
'09 John Ruth, BA, Hills, was promoted
to outsidesales representative at Bearing
Distributors Inc. in Cedar Rapids.
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'10 Trisha (Vandenberg) Becker, BA,
Cedar Rapids, is aprogram assistant inthe
continuing education office at the University of
Northern Iowa.
'10 Jordon Dierks, MA, Denver, accepted
aposition with Upper Iowa University as the
eLearning director in the Center for Distance
Education. He had worked in information
technology at UNI since 1997 and, most
recently, was the learning management system
administrator there.
'10 Ken Tyrrell, BA, West Des Moines, is
co-owner ofTriage Bio-clean Services of Mt.
Pleasant and has expanded his company to
bener serve greater Iowa.

'11 Kelsey (Mueller) Tyrrell, BA, West
Des Moines, is amilieutherapeutic counselor at
Orchard Place Child Guidance Services.

Marriages ......... .
~ '92 Elizabeth (Cox) Brand, BA, married

Roy Brand in 8/2011.

'98 Jamie (Alber) Nelson, BA, married
Michael Nelson 4/16/2011.
'00 April (Schenk) McDanel, BA, married

Thomas McDanel on 8/6/2011.
'07 John Wiedenheft, BA, married Caitlin
(Varcoe) Wiedenheft, BA '08, 6/25/2011;
they now reside inCedar Rapids.

'09 Michele (Gilson) Jacobson, BM,
married Riley Jacobson in 8/2011.
'09 Brandon Neil, BA, married Katelyn
(Rohlf) Neil, BA '11, on 10/22/2011.
'10 Andrew Becker, BS, married Trisha
(Vandenberg) Becker, BA '10, on
6/4/2011.

'10 Ken Tyrrell, BA, married Kelsey
(Mueller) Tyrrell, BA '11, on 10/8/2011.
'10 Bobby Williams, BM, Benendorf, is
director of two vocal jazz ensembles and two
concert ensembles at Pleasant Valley High
School. "Jazz Etc..."performed at Best of Iowa Jazz
Championships, and along with "Treble Makers"
~ '89 Keli (Bond) Pettin-Schmidt,
and Concert Choir, received Div. I ratings at state
BA, and Timothy Schmidt, Cedar Rapids, son
contests. He teaches private voice lessons and
Augustus James born 10/24/2011, joining
sings in the Quad City Choral Arts Ensemble.
brother Timothy Jr, 2009.
'11 Hannah Leffler, MM, Waterloo,
'91 Brigitte Palmer Doleshal, BA, and
performed afiute recital 2/19/201 1. Sheserves
on the fiute faculty at the Northeast Iowa School Charles Doleshal, Kansas City, MO, son Drake
Palmer born 10/18/2011.
of Music and manages aprivate studio in the
Waterloo area. She performs with the Oklahoma
'93 Jenny (McElmeel) Bryant, BT, and Cary
City Philharmonic and is aprincipal substitute
Bryant, West Lafayene, IN, daughter Madelyn
fiutist for the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Symphony
Paige born 1/18/2011. Welcomed home by big
Orchestra and the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra.
sister Morgan.
She haswon the James E. Saied Silver Medal at
'95 Justine (Kelding) Rogers, BA, and
the Crescendo Music awards and the Theodore
Paul Rogers, New Bloomfield, MO, son Chayton
Presser Award for excellence in music.
Thomas born 2/18/2011.
'11 Kristine Reeves, BA, Waukee, is the
'96 Melissa (Sampson) Anderson, BA,
marketing development manager withthe
Greater Des Moines Convention &Visitors Bureau and Reed Anderson, Urbandale, daughter Hailey
Anderson born 3/3/2011.
asofll/22/2011 .
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'96 April (Hageman) Crowder, BA, MA
'11, and Karl Crowder, Bettendorf, son Alex
Myles born 11/25/2010.
'96 James Harken, BA, and Mary Harken,
Phoenix, AZ, son Michael Thomas Joseph born
10/4/2011; adoption finalized on 12/1/2011.

'08 Jason Shadrick, MM, and Cindy
(Schlei) Shadrick, MM '08, Cedar Rapids,
daughter Layla Kay born 11/11/2011, joining big
brother Parker.

Deaths

'96 Joel Stauffer, BA, MA '09, and Laura
(Reimers) Stauffer, Orange City, son William
Vernon born 11/27/2011.

'34 Mary (Prenosil) Meggers, 1-yr Cert.,
died 2/5/2012 in Walker.

'96 Gwen Timmerman, BA, Waterloo,
adopted son Alec James on 6/23/2011.

'36 Jessie (Elder) Devries, 2-yr Cert., died
7/27/2011 in San Antonio, TX.

'98 Kecia (Ross) Appleby, BA, and Jay
Appleby, Vinton, daughter Kendalyn Jayne born
2/20/2011.

'39 Max Ferguson, BA, died 1/3/2011 in
Charleston, IL.

'99 Dianna (Fitzl) Groskreutz, BA,
and Lon Groskreuntz, Wells, MN, son Riley born
7/1/2011.
'00 Laura (Tutskey) Zielinski, BA, and
Mark Zielinski, McHenry, IL, daughter StellaSophie born 1/16/2012.
'02 Amy (Brassil) Stone, BA, and Harold
Stone, II, BA '04, Cedar Rapids, daughter
Adelyn Rae born 2/17/2011.
'03 Britne (Haskin) Dietz, BA, and Casey
Dietz, BA '04, West Des Moines, son Ethan
Arthur born 8/3/2010, joining sister Camryn
Lynn.
'04 Sara (Hawker) Breckenfelder, BA,
and Matt Breckenfelder, Manchester, daughter
Emma Jean born 7/28/2011.
'04 Stacy (Roberts) Marcus, BA, and
Ryan Marcus, Winthrop, son Luke Roberts born
10/11/2011.
'04 Emily (Klemz) Mulick, BA, and James
Mulick, BA '06, Lenexa, KS, daughter Felicia
Ann born 5/26/2011.
'06 Raymond Osenbaugh, BA, and
Theresa (Thompson) Osenbaugh, BA '07,
Grain Valley, MO, daughter Adelaide Brinley born
6/20/2011.
'08 Wes Hulst, BA, and Susie
(Riesselman) Hulst, BA '09, Albert Lea, MN,
son Ryker born 5/28/2012 .

'41 Ivan Maurer, BA, died 9/17/2011 in
Chapel Hill, NC.
'42 Harry Kinsling, BA, died 11/9/2011 in
Camarillo, CA.
'45 Jean Arrasmith, BA, died 1/4/2012 in
Fort Collins, CO.
'46 Doris (Littell) Bock, 1-yr Cert., 2-yr
Cert.'48, died 8/17/2011 in Maquoketa.
'46 Robert Granger, BA, died 5/12/2011 in
Plymouth, MN.
'47 William Raisch, BA, died 12/30/2011 in
Des Moines.
'49 Fran (Altman) Evenson, BA, died
10/9/2011 in Northfield, MN.
'SO Ralph Welch, BA, died 12/29/2011 in
Storm Lake.
'51 Rosemary (Bennett) Hayes, 2-yr
Cert., died 10/7/2011 in Iowa City.
'51 Beverly (Fairlie) Irwin, BA, died
12/2/2011 in Janesville.

'53 Rosa (Lamansky) Bissell, BA, died
4/12/2008 in Cincinnati, OH.
'53 Frank Riney, BA, died 1/3/2012 in
Encinitas, CA.
'54 Albert Bemer, BA, died 11/23/2010 in
Federal Way, WA.
'54John Evenson, MA, died 10/18/2011 in
Northfield, MN.
'54 Joan (Smid) Hilbrands, 2-yr Cert.,
died 1/9/2012 in George.
'59 Derol Hafar, BA, died 11/9/2011 in
Marshalltown.
'60 Howard Kittleson, BA, died 3/31/2011
in Green Valley, AZ.
'60 Helen (Janssen) Stokes, BA, died
11/17/2010 in Laguna Niguel, CA.
'62 Rosemary (Rhoades) Corbett, BA,
died 10/27/2010 in Ottumwa.
'63 Kent Naae, BA, MA '73, died 9/18/2011
in Davenport.
'64 Patrick Boyd, BA, died 1/27/2010 in.
Berkeley, CA.
'65 David Pitkin, BA, MA '70, died
8/22/2011 in Rochester, MN.
'68 William Andrews, BA, MA '72, MA
'76, died 1/20/2012 in Ames.
'70 Linda (Lancaster) Rater, BA, died
1/18/2011 in Jesup.
'86 Donna (Borri) Jordan, BA, died
3/2/2009 in Fredericksburg, VA.
'88 David Bradney, MA, DIT '95, died
4/3/2011 in Weatherford, OK.

'52 Lee Crew, BA, died 9/20/2011 in Fairfield.

'98 Carl Burrell, BA, died 2/6/2011 in
Toronto, Canada.

'52 Doris (Kemper) Kruse, 2-yr Cert., died
4/6/2011 in Muscatine.

'03 Lori (Lewis) Hardin, BA, died 2/3/2012
in Coleville, CA.

'52 Wanda (Brown) Lambert, BA, died
12/13/2011 in Green Valley, AZ.
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pcom1ng
Events
April
13- 14 Theatre Alumni Reunion
UNI Campus
18

Regent Networking Happy Hour
Des Moines

19

Washington, D.C. Alumni Reception
Washington, D.C.

20-21

Wind Symphony Alumni Weekend
UNI Campus

May
3-5

Golden Graduate Society Reunion
UNI Campus

4-5

Commencement
UNI Campus

8

fwin Cities Alumni Reception
fwin Cities

15

Regent Networking Happy Hour
Des Moines

June
9

Alumni Association Board Meeting
UNI Campus

July
Chicago Alumni Social and Cubs Game
Chicago

WWlllf.unialum.org/calendar

Save the .dat.e!
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